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Gone, but not forgotten 


Pen and ink drawing by 
Doug Naismith 
used courtesy of Jim Russell = 


In the summer of 1888 Suffolk had 
finished rebuilding its busiest 
commercial district — the first blocks of 
North Main and West Washington 
Streets — following a terrible fire that 
had occurred in June of 1885. An 
article in Pollock’s Sketchbook of 
Suffolk, published in 1886, spoke in 
glowing (no pun intended) terms about 
the improvements made during the 
rebuilding. Sadly, in August of 1888, it 
happened again. Fire started in a paint 
warehouse in the first block of 
Washington Street (Washington 
Square) and burned the same area 
again. 

Probably it was after the second 
fire that S. R. Dunn decided to build 
his fantastic house at the corner of 
North Main and Bank Streets. The 
style he chose — Gothic Revival — was 
not the norm in Suffolk. The two and 
a half story building boasted a steeply 
pitched roof with multthued slates laid 
in a decorative pattern. Gargoyles 
snarled from the gables. The chimney 
pots — in trios — completed the rooftop 
fantasy. This was not your typical 
Virginia house. 

What the actual facade of the 
house looked like is hard to say because 
the pictures that are usually seen were 
taken after it had begun life as a store 
and that happened fairly soon. 

Mr. Dunn must have done well in 
the insurance business, at least for a 
while. He and his wife (the former 
Miss Florrie Kilby) were gone from the 
house, though, by the turn of the 
century. By then the house was the 
resident of the Golibert family. Mr. 


Golibert was said to own considerable 


property in the Southern Express 
Company. The family had four children 
named Chauncey, Mark, Cy, and Ruth 
(Rupe?) and they kept a monkey in the 
backyard! 

It might seem strange by today’s 
standards for so fine a house to be 
located in the business district. There 
were many other homes in the same 
block. The business district was still 
realigning itself between the railroads. 
Nineteenth century citizens of Suffolk 
would have found our notion of living 
away from all daily necessities — food 
and work, for example — really odd. 

Early in the 1900’s, Mr. & Mrs. Ben 
Herman came to Suffolk from 
Baltimore. They bought the handsome 
Dunn house and created a shop 
downstairs and an apartment upstairs. 
Mrs. Herman’s niece, Anna Land, came 
to Suffolk from Portsmouth to live with 
her aunt and uncle and work for Stella 


Davis in The Fashion Shop. 





! Dunn and Golibert information according 


to an oral history by R. L. Woodward (born 
1888) for SNHS around 1966. 
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Al Ruden had moved to Norfolk from 
Philadelphia and in Norfolk, he 
operated a confectionery near the 
Moses Myers house. When World 

War I started, he joined the Navy but 
he never left Norfolk. ceittenuod p. 5 
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Dunn advertisement from Sketch Book of 
Suttolk, VA, 1886 





™ The Ruden family are, in a way, 
typical of many people of the Jewish 
faith who came to Suffolk in the 1890's 
through the 1930’s. They were 
ambitious and hard working. A 
setback didn’t mean a dead end. 

After Ruden’s dragstore was sold, 
Al Ruden became a traveling salesman 
for three years. Meanwhile, in 1932 
Anna Ruden opened the Little Shoppe, 
a wonderful children’s store that 
clothed children in Suffolk and the 
surrounding area for decades. Mr. 
Ruden returned to work with his wife. 
They were in the business for 55 years. 
They had two sons, Robert and Larry. 
Larry was in the Little Shop for thirty- 
five years. 

As a Navy veteran, Al Ruden was 
active in the American Legion. During 
World War II, he was the Chief Air 
Warden for Suffolk, in charge of 
civilian air spotters on the Law 
Building downtown and others all over 
Nansemond County. He continued to 
be active in all of the community 
throughout his life. 

At one time, according to Larry 
Ruden, almost every business from the 
Norfolk and Western tracks on East 
Washington Street to the Square (and 
beyond) was owned by members of the 
Jewish community. 

Mr. Berman had a very popular 
antiques business. (How often I have 
admired furniture in old home in 
Suffolk to be told “Mother bought it 
from Mr. Berman.”) Mr. Scherr sold 
antiques as well. Hyman Bass was a 
furniture restorer who went to work at 
Mr. Jaffe’s furniture store. Mr. & Mrs. 
Frankel owned a pawn shop that they 
sold to Morris Stanfield. The 
Weinbergs had a department store as 
did the Laderbergs who lived upstairs 
over theirs. (The Weinberg buildings, 
just east of the Bank of Suffolk on East 
Washington, bear the Weinberg name 
in the masonry of the facades today.) 

Frank Schein owned the 
Economy Shop now owned by 
Laderberg of Portsmouth. And there 
was Stella Davis’s Fashion Shop, and 
the College Shop, and the Little 
Shoppe. Also there were Arthur’s 
Department Store, the Young Men’s 


Good Business 





In the 1930's or 40's in the 200 block of East Washington Street, B.D. Laderberg Department 
Store was a thriving business. S. Levy & Sons and So/ Laderberg’s Dollar Stores, along with 
B.D. Laderberg’s were three among many Jewish-owned stores on Washington Street at the 
time. (Frank Sheffer identified the fourth Jewish owned business in this row as Arthur Roses 


Bargain Store 


Shop, and S. Levy & Son. Leon Familant 
(whose sons were Joseph, Harold and 
Larry) had a scrap iron business on Liberty 
Street. Jules Kurtzwile had a hardware 
store. The Januarys had a men’s store. 

The number of Jewish people and 
Jewish-owned businesses peaked in the 
1940’s. As we write this newsletter, the last 
of them, the Economy Shop is having its 
final sale. It is the end of an era. 

— Information thanks to Larry Ruden 


We’re so embarrassed! 


We tried a different printer last time 
and the quality of the paper used was 
inferior. We aim for better. So sorry. 
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Comer Main and Bank Strests - Opposite Post Office 
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— Photo by Fred Hamblin 


More About Russell's ..... 
Esta Everett Kincaid (SHS class of 
1936) said “I held forth at Russell’s. 
Mother said it was my office.” Her 
mother would call Luck Russell to 
inquire about Esta and ask him to 
remind her that she was supposed to 
be working at her father’s office. 

Esta indicates that the 
longsuffering Mr. Russell and his 
gracious wife, Kate, put up with scads 
of teenagers who'd sit for hours and 
buy one 5 cent Coke. The girls did buy 
Evening in Pars perfame there and the 
boys would buy perfume or candy for 
the girls — especially big heart-shaped 
Valentine boxes of candy — for 
Christmas, birthdays, and Valentine 
Days. 


Stationery, Toilet Articles | 
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Candies 
Kodaks and Supplies 


Part of Al Ruden’s letter head stationery. - Thanks to Frank Sheffer. 


Crom P! | 


After the war he contracted influenza. 
He was in the Portsmouth Naval 
Hospital recovering when he met Miss 
Anna Land. When she moved to 
Suffolk, he came courting. 

They were married in 1919 in 
Suffolk in the Herman apartment over 
the store in the old Dunn House. At 
first Al operated a confectionery near 
the Crystal, but in 1923 he bought the 
business but not the building from the 
Hermans. Al installed the wonderful 
fixtures that set this place above the 
others — gleaming dark wood, stained 
glass, seemingly miles of marble. He 
hired T.O. Palmer as pharmacist and 
opened Ruden’s Drug Store. 

The place did well but the 
Depression struck and it stayed. In 
1931 Ruden’s was sold at auction. The 
lucky buyer was W. E. “Luck” Russell. 
And thus was born a Suffolk 
institution. (The building was sold by 
Mrs. Herman in 1936 to the William 
Crumpler family and they owned it 
until it was demolished.) 

Russell’s was (as Ruden’s before it 
had been) a fine choice for lunch if you 
worked downtown. It was open on 
Sundays. It was open before and after 





This shows Al Ruden’s beautiful store after it was bought by Luck Russell (shown here with soda 
jerks.)’ Judging by the flowers, it might have been opening day. Were you 2 Soda jerk al 
Russell's? Let us hear trom you. — - Photo by Fred Hamblin 


gathered at the drugstore for a Coke and Russell’s closed in the early 


the movies at the Chadwick and the 
other theaters. A Coke at Russell’s 
after a movie constituted a pretty big 
date. A businessman could stop in for 
a cigar; one might buy a box of candy 
to give to a friend. Young mothers 
strolled their babies downtown and 


a chat. Teenagers at the downtown 
churches could rush in for a small 
fountain Coke after Sunday School and 
tush back for church. It was a place to 
see and be seen, a place to nourish the 
body, to foster a sense of community. 
It was, indeed, a landmark. 


1970’s. Population had shifted to the 
west end and rival soda fountains 
(Bradshaw’s, for example) had opened. 
Downtown wasn’t quite the same by 
then and Luck Russell was ready to 
retire. hat was a sad day but an even 
sadder day occurred soon after that 
when the wonderful, colorful, much 
loved building was demolished to make 
way for a parking lot. Ironically, a song 
that was popular about that time said, 
“Don’t it always seem to go that you 
don’t know what you’ve got ‘tl it’s 
gone...they paved paradise and put up 
a parking lot.” 

One of the gargoyles decorates a 
garage roof nearby. Where the doors 
of Russell’s once opened, now open 
the doors of the new courts complex. 
But we have memories. Ah, 
Russell’s... 


L —R {dog unknown] Mrs. Claud Eley and Claud, 
Jr; Mrs. L. Quinby Hines and Sue; Mrs. Brownrigg 
Dixon and Betty; Mrs. Henry Rawles and Henry, sr; 
Mrs. L. B. Callis and Catherine; Mrs. Frank Chase 
and Frank. Jr. on the way to Ruden’s -— 1930. 

— Thanks to Sue Davis 





The People of 
Agudath Achim 


The first Jewish family, the Lehmans, 
arrived in Suffolk in the 1890’s. By 
1916 there were enough families here 
for Agudath Achim to buy a building. 
They bought the old Presbyterian 
Church on Bank Street (see articles in 
our November, 1998 newsletter.) and 
that was their place of worship until 
1995, when there were no longer 
enough people to hold services. The 
Jewish population in Suffolk reached a 
peak of about 55 families during World 
War I. The following information 1s 
from the Fiftieth Anniversary history 
of Agadath Achim. 

As business began to decline in 
Suffolk so did the numbers in Agudath 
Achim. Some of the Jewish 
businessmen began leaving after World 
War II. The same people who came 
here seeking opportunity left when they 
knew opportunity had declined. 





™ A Mr. Katzen seemed to have been 
the one who dreamed of a “Shool” in 
Suffolk in 1903. He was joined by Mr. 
Werble, Mr. Victor Altschul, Mr. Sol 
Levy, Mr. Benjamin Herman, Mr. 
Harry January, Mr. Issac January, Mr. 
Joseph Morris, Mr. Sol Laderberg, Mr. 
Israel Levy and Mr. Solomon Jaffe. 
They were “all motivated by a loving 
spirit of Judaism which prompted them 
to have their first “Minyonim” 
(Quorums) cuddled behind a coal stove 
in the back room of a business 
establishment, which was no larger 
than the proverbial 2 x 4 storage room, 
where they did their daily “davening” 
(praying) and observed the time 
honored commemoration of the 
Yahreit (Memorial) service for their 
precious departed ones.” 

In 1916 a deal was negotiated 
with the Masonic Lodge and the 
Masonic Hall became the first 
Synagogue with the first religious 
services held there on May 28, 1916. 


The “pioneers” chartered themselves as 
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Agudath Achim Congregation 


the Agudath Achim Congregation 
(Assemblage of Brethren). On January 4, 
1923 more progress was made. The old 
Presbyterian Church on Bank Street was 
bought by the congregation. A group of 
men from Agudath Achim went with Mr. 
Tebo, a professional architect, to Gomley 
Chesed synagogue in Portsmouth and they 
based their renovations on that pattern. 

The synagogue grew and prospered 
over the years. At its high point there were 
55 families. Of the several Rabbis who 
served the congregation, the one who 
served longest and who was best known 
and loved in the community at large was 
Rabbi Murray Kantor who served for four 
years, left, then returned for 19 more years. 
He was the last fulltime rabbi. 


Finally in the early 1990's there 
were no longer present the ten 
members necessary to hold services. 
Sadly on December 3, 1995, the last 
service of Agudath Achim was held on 
Bank Street. At that time the torahs 
were transferred. 

The building and all of its 
contents were turned over to 
Congregation Beth El, Norfolk. The 
stained glass windows went to a new 
synagogue in North Carolina. The 
building itself has been sold and the 
hope is that it will have new life as a 
commercial concern. The traditions of 
Agudath Achim added a depth and 
richness to our community and we are 
poorer for the loss. 


— Thanks to Larry Ruden and Frank Shefjer 


At the Golden Anniversary these three men had served the congregation for a combined 
total of 75 years. 





Mr. Al Ruden 


Dr. Murrav Kantor 


Mr. Jules Kurtzwile 
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Broadcasting from 
Russell's - 


WLPM 


On St. Patrick’s Day 1940, Suffolkians 
could, for the first time, tune in to a 
local radio station — WLPM for 
World’s Largest Peanut Market. Over 
the course of the next fifty plus years it 
was a colorful part of the Suffolk 
picture. When the station opened it 
was 1n the upstairs apartment over 
Russell’s Drugstore; entrance was 
through a door on the Bank Street side 
of the building. The station was started 
by Fred Hart, Leo Brody of Kinston, 
N. C. and Frank Butler, the owners. 
Fred Hart was the station manager for 
years. 

Though WLPM was a ABC 
affiliate with Associated Press 
newservice, it was very much a local 
concern. Children could walk upstairs 
and watch through the glass (there was 
little worry about bad behavior when 
good manners were the norm.) The 
station kept in close communication 
with the fire department. So they were 
up to the minute with news of fires and 
disaster. 


earn rc rb sa 
Always turn your radio to W.L.P.M. 
1460 on your dial for the best in listen- 
ing pleasure. Here we find Jack and 
Blair getting ready for ‘Suffolk High 
Presents”. 


WLPM in 1960 Peanut (the Suffolk High 
yearbook) shows Blair Harry and Jack West as 
student announcers. 





“Teaching through” was the practice at 
Suffolk High School in the days before 
they had a cafeteria. Bad weather meant 
teaching through lunch and closing school 
early. All the mothers would call WLPM to 
see when they should plan to have lunch 
ready. 

The announcers would sometimes 
broadcast from the lobby of the Chadwick 
Theater with a little quiz show. People who 
were chosen from the audience were given a 
free movie pass for a correct answer. 

Frances Joyner (Kitchen) was an 
announcer who wrote and produced plays 
that were broadcast at 9 p.m. from time to 
time. As a public service, Suffolk High 
School was given air time for its own show 
each week. Farmer Pettijohn from the 
American Bank gave hog futures. 

Along with Fred Hart and Frances 
Joyner, numerous other Suftolkians worked 
at WLPM over the years — Helen Spivey 
(Bufkin) was there; Ida Barrett (Cohoon) 
was traffic manager; and Earl Hundley (who 
would eventually also serve as station 
manager) was news director. Frances 
Joyner’s future husband Bill Kitchen was 
there, as was announcer Keith Pope 
(Webb.) Roland Green was one of the 


engineers at the tower 1947 — 1951. 
Ken Givens was sports announcer. 
Eleanor Williams was a secretary as was 
Betty Williams (Hundley). Ed Baydush 
was also station manager after Fred 
Hart. The tower was about a mile out of 
town on the road to Richmond. In 
1955 a studio was built there and that 
was used until the station closed in the 
1990’s. It was demolished for the 
BB&T building to be constructed. 
- Thanks to Lee Hart, Helen Bufkin, 
Tom Cohoon, Mrs. Roland Green, 
and Mr. & Mrs. Earl Hundley. 


SNHS Officers 
2001-2002 


President.... Sue 
Woodward 
Ist V. Pres.... Steve Jackson 
2nd V. Pres......Ann Powell 
Recording Secretary 
... Pam Pruden 
Corresponding Secretary 
... Hunter Duggan 
Treasurer ........ Mike Babb 
Historian.... Sue Woodward 
Members at large 
... Brenda Kincaid 
. Lee King 
... Barbara McPhail 
... Miley Walker 


SNHS Property Committee 
George Consolvo, President 
Betsy Brothers 

Nancy Dempsey 

Barbara McPhail 

Deme Panagopulus 

Pret Pretlow 

Sue Woodward 


Train Station Committee 
Chaired by Everett Birdsong 


Courthouse Committee 
Chaired by Lee King 





Fred Hamblin 
(1889 - 1960) 


For much of the twentieth century 
pictures of people and events of any 
importance in Suffolk were generally 
taken by Fred Hamblin. Mr. Hamblin 
was born and reared in the town of 
Pittsville on the Eastern Shore of 
Maryland. His father was a 
photographer, so he literally grew up in 
the business. After high school he 
worked in Ocean City, then 
Philadelphia, then Baltimore. Around 
1917, Hamblin’s physician advised him 
to move to a small town with a small 
studio where his work would not be so 
confining. He came to Suffolk that 
year and bought out the old Caffey 
studio. He said he gained 54 pounds in 
Suffolk. 

Hamblin’s studio, which was near 
Russell’s (or Ruden’s) operated for 42 





Gone - Ruden's drug store [bottom left] c. 1928 as seen from the roof of the then new Elhot Hotes 
houses along with businesses. Also gone is the magnificent City Hall/City Market with its pair of tomers 
as well as the businesses in between. Smoke, thought to be from a steam engine, can be seen Ge 
upper left, Kermit Hobbs noted that what can’t be seen that was part of this picture is the sme af 
peanuts cooking. Photo by Fred Hamblin 


yeats under Fred Hamblin and he won 
numerous awards for his photographs. 
His photographic portraits were in every 
middle class Suffolk home. Of more 
interest, perhaps, were the Suffolk scenes 
like the one above that show slices of 
Suffolk life in the early twentieth century. 

In 1959, W.E.A. Moore bought 
Hamblin’s Studio. When the Main Street 
building was demolished, he moved to a 
new building on Commerce Street. Billy 
Moore operated Hamblin’s for 24 years. 
During that time, he and his brother 
“Spike” were well-known local boys who 
separately captured on film Suffolk in the 
late-twentieth century. “Spike” was a 
newspaper photographer. 

The business was sold once more and 
Hamblin’s name was used for a short time. 
Mr. Hamblin’s negatives eventually went to 


Hamblin’s advertisement in the 1924 Suffolk High SchoolPeanut yearbook = 








the City of Suffolk. Due to storage 
problems many were lost before they — 
were sent to Library of Virginia. They 
may be seen today at | 
www.suffolk.lib.va.us. Scroll to 
bottom for link to Hamblin Studio's 
photograph collection. See page 2 of 
this issue for picture of the front of 
Hamblin’s studio. —/nformation thanks &@ 
George Howerton and Margie Moor 
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* In response to our last 
newsletter’s story about Holland 
Christian Church, we heard from 
Margaret (Peg) Pittman Petrone, 
whose grandfather, Robert H. Riedel, 
built the church. She sent the 
following church history by her 
grandfather as well as information 
about the builder himself. All of 
these pictures are structures he built. 
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Mr. Riedel’s original residence in Holland 


The Beginning of Holland 


Christian Church 1865-1954 
— by Robert H. Riedel 


In 1891 the congregation of Hebron 
Church, Carrsville, Va.,decided to 
move the building to Holland, thinking 
it would be a better location for the 
Church. The job was completed by 
September 1891. 

The following summer the Church 
had a Protracted Meeting. Rev. 


Harrison Butler conducted the services. 


In 1896 or 797 the Church was 
made 12 feet larger, and new windows 
with colored glass were installed. Two 
years later new pews were purchased. 
By that time we had a very good 
Congregation. All those improvements 
were needed and good, but they did 
not help the needs of the Sunday 
School, which was growing. With three 
or four classes in one Auditorium, 
there could not be much accomplished. 
Therefore, the building of a new 
House, with adequate provision for a 
growing Sunday School, became 


The Dr. Job G Holland house 


imperative. Thus started a move for a new 
building. A Building Committee was 
elected, plans were drawn up, ways and 
means discussed for raising necessary funds. 

In due time the work started and was 
completed in late July 1919, at a cost of 
about $30,000. There have been improve- 
ments made ever since, and will have to be 
as necessity will dictate. 

In 1906 Holy Neck and Holland united 
and built a Parsonage. Up to that time, 
Holy Neck and Franklin were together and 
Dr. Rowland preached for both churches. 

In 1920, Holland sold her share in the 
Parsonage to Holy Neck, and in 1922 
erected the present Christian Parsonage. 


My Grandfather 
— by Margaret Pittman Petrone 


My grandfather, Robert H. Riedel, was born 
in Sebnitz, Germany in 1965. When he was 
18 years old he came to the U.S.A., landing 
in Norfolk, VA. He was met at the docks 
by the son of Dr. Everett who lived near 
Holy Neck. He worked at the farm for two 


The LT Jones house -like these others - is on 
Holland's main street, now South Quay Road 


years and saved all his money. He was 
paid $8 per month, plus room and 
board. 

Having been apprenticed to a 
cabinetmaker in Germany, after two 
years on Dr. Everett’s farm, he opened 
a carpentry shop. By 1883 he was 
financially able to get married to my 
grandmother, Margaret E. Howell. 
Their first house in Holland was the 
small white one next to the parsonage 
of the Church. 

“Papa built their second house 
across from the Church. They had six 
children, five of whom pre-deceased 
them. Their youngest son, Esmond, 
(Prof.) helped them a great deal in their 
old age. 

My grandfather built many 
buildings in several counties of Eastern 
Virginia — schools, churches and 
private homes — also stores and banks. 

During the Depression he lost a lot 
of money. He did not make any 
money on the Holland Christan 


- continued next page 


Church. He had ordered all the stained 
glass windows from Germany. Then 
the war started and all the prices rose 
sharply after his bid was in. however, 
God was always with him. He was 
always a survivor — and a very 


wonderful grandfather. 


AY Ellen Baines Hinkle is 
researching the Baines family of 
Nansemond County and Chowan 
County, N.C. She shares this from 
an 1876 letter from C. A. Mewborn 
(a Baines connection of Tennessee 
to John H. Martin, his nephew.) In 
it, he reports of his childhood — 


“T roughed it much — 
plowed, coon hunted, wrestled with 
boys both black and white and was 
getting rather wild. In the 
providence of God, father 
consented in Feb. 27 for me to go to 
Suffolk — dear Suffolk, VA to keep 
store for brother Lem Baines 
[Lemuel C Baines]. Here I was 
thrown into or had access to the 
best society. Here I rec’d my 
religious impressions. Here I 
listened to some of the best 
preachers I have ever heard...” 


- Note: both Mewborn and 
Baines were the sons of Sarah 
Charlton who married George 
Baines and later Joshua Wilson 
Mewborn, both of Chowan County. 
This is a direct connection between 
the Baineses in Nansemond and 
Chowan counties, and is the Lyndon 
Baines Johnson line. His family tree 
is given in the book by his mother 
Rebekah Baines Johnson, A Famly 
Album, and it shows his earliest 
known American ancestor to be 
George Baines and Mary Creecy of 
Chowan County, the parents of 
George Baines & Sarah Charlton 
mentioned above. 

Ellen may be reached at 
NansemondC o@juno.com 
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The colonial village of Milner 
Town was a busy port on the 
Western Branch of the 
Nansemond River at the start of 
the Revolutionary War. In 
1780, the British marched in and 
burned the town and it was 
never completely rebuilt. This 
house on Milner Road, though 
probably not pre-Revolutionary, 
was part of 
the extended Milner community. Changed 
somewhat over time on the outside, the 
inside displayed late eighteenth or early 
nineteenth features. 

— Photo thanks to Phylhs Joyner. 





Known as the Wagner house, it was 
demolished for the new veterans cemetery. 
/t was on Milner Road just off Lake Prince. 





“Y In response to our February 
newsletter about Hall Place, C. Fred 
Duke, A S.N.H.S. member in Sarasota 
Florida, sent these pictures of himself 
(age 3) and his family on South Main 
Street in 1930. They lived at 212 South 
Main, the house in the background, 210 
S. Main, was the home of the Krize or 
Krizer family. Mr. Duke has done 
extensive research on the Duke family 
in Nansemond County. His work may 
be accessed via computer at 


http://home.att.net/~xcc2Zall/cfreddukefiles/c 
_fred_duke_files_toppage.htm 
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Party for our 
Volunteers 


We are so lucky to have such good 
volunteers at the train station! On 
May 7, we hosted a party for these 
good folks at the Shooting Star 
Gallery. On display at the gallery 
during the month of May was our 
exhibit, “Suffolk Places,” in honor 

of Preservation Week. Many thanks 
to the Shooting Star, especially 
Brenda Wright, and to our volunteers. 


Robert Baker 
points out an 
interesting 
picture 

fo Jim 
McLemore 
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Marian Hines and Barbara McPhail 
Wearing big smiles 


What?! You haven’t been to the Shooting Star?! 

















lL — : Phil McPhail 
Betsy Brothers, 
Robert Baker, 
Marie Baker, Ann 
Henderson, and 
Lynn Rose enjoy 
conversation and 
refreshments 


=a 


Master gardeners 
and Nansemond 
River students 
work on the 
landscape at the 
station. The ladies 
on the right side of 
the picture are 
SNHS members 
Sylvia Pond 
(standing) and 
Hazel White 
(kneeling.) 

“Zea 





It’s in the old Kinney Shoe building tn the 100 block of N. Main Street. Upstairs they’re making dentures at the 
Suffolk Dental Lab. Downstairs the exhibits (by a variety of regional artists) change monthly! ‘The gallery sells 
paintings and other art. They offer framing - one of the widest selections in Tidewater - and they sell gifts. There 


is parking in front and rear of the store. 


Preservation Week 2001 
























Thanks to Susan and Jim 
Garrett for letting us enjoy 
their beautiful gardens — 
Here (left to right) Fan 
Panton takes time to smell 
the flowers while Dempsey 
and Mary Ann Burgess visit 
with Susan Garrett. Thanks 
also to Hazel White at 
Liberty Spring Church and 


Lou Kalwite in Somerton. 


apt 


Congratulations to Deme Panagopulus on 
a beautiful job done on the Gardner’s 
Store building which he opened to the 
public for viewing on Saturday, May 1: 
for Preservation Week. BRAVOI!! By the 
time this letter goes to press, he will have 
moved a second building from Pinner 
Street to the rear of this lot. > 





Ayla UTHTT TY Late breaking news — last minute photo by 
eis We it Ellen Hinkle shows newly moved house. 
ae as / 





Employment Opportunity 


The Suffolk-Nansemond Historical Society and the City of Suffolk together will hire a part-time “visitor 
center coordinator.” This individual will work 35 hours a week and shall be responsible for numerous duties that 
support both the visitor center and the train museum. A primary responsibility will be to seek out, train, and 


schedule volunteers for both during the week and on weekends. Other duties will include answering inquifies, 
supporting the gift shop, maintaining mailing lists, and coordination of volunteer recognition events. 
The City of Suffolk will post the new position within the next several weeks, and applications will be 
accepted through the Human Resources Department. For further information, call Human Resoutces at 
923-2070, the Vacancy Hotline at 923-2075; or check the city’s website at www.suffolk.va.us. 





The Train Station Welcomes City Tenant 


We are happy to announce that the City of Suffolk has hired a tourism director, 
Lynette Brugeman, and her office is located in the train station. As tourism director, 
Lynette’s responsibilities include development of a visitor center and working with the 
community and the domestic/international travel industry to promote the City of Suffolk 
as a travel destination for business and leisure. Lynette previously was responsible for 
marketing, prospect development, and business retention as a Business Development 


Manager for the city since 1994. 





In April, the Tourism Division committed to a two-year lease for approximately one-half of the building to 
serve as the visitor center and tourism office. To accommodate the new tourism office, Jim Caton designed and 
constructed a temporary wall in the former waiting room at the far end of the station. The partition was constructed 
with materials that complement the room’s interior design without compromising the integrity of the existing 
workmanship. “Jim really outdid himself,” said Lynette. “The partitioned area provides a wonderful office area separate 
from the public eye.” 


Taking advantage of the new wall, brochure racks were mounted on the opposite side to display literature from 
around the state. Lynette explains that one criteria of becoming a state-certified visitor center is to provide brochures 
from a minimum of 75 other communities. 


Also new to the “brochure room,” is a spring water dispenser that offers both hot and cold selections, and 
Lipton Tea supplies a chest of fine international teas and cold brew tea bags for guests and volunteers to enjoy. It is 
anticipated that Planters and Sara Lee Coffee will soon enhance the selection of refreshments with individual peanut 
packs and Suffolk-brewed coffee! 


On the outside of the station, new welcome banners are flying, and decorative fencing has been installed along 
the back of the station to protect pedestrians from the train tracks. The Clean Community Commission has 
appropriated funding for a mini-gateway sign to be placed on Main Street, and delivery is anticipated within the next 
several weeks. 


You will also notice other embellishments at the station including restoration of the tower woodwork, an 
enlarged gift shop, janitorial services, a photocopier and fax machine, and most important, expanded hours! The 
station is now open seven days a week: 


Monday through Friday 9 am to 5 pm 
Saturday 10 am to 5 pm 
Sunday 1 pm to 5 pm 


Be sure to note the new telephone numbers at the station: 


Main Number: 923-3880 
Lynette’s Direct Dial: 923-3881 
Fax Number: 923-3882 


The Historical Society also entered into an agreement with the city to hire a “visitor center coordinator” to 
support both the tourism office activities and the Historical Society. A primary responsibility of this individual will be 
to seek out, train, and schedule volunteers for both during the week and on weekends. 


Volunteers are asked to do a variety of tasks ranging from running the model railroad display, supporting the 
gift shop, and giving tours of the station. We need to expand our volunteer program and are actively seeking new 
people to help. A wonderful group of people already serves as volunteers, but with the expanded hours and new 
marketing efforts, we need more help! 


The train station project is one of the most significant and visible restoration projects ever completed in 
Suffolk. Many people stop each day to enjoy the station, shop for gifts, and get information about the area. You can 
be proud of the part you have played in this effort, but it doesn’t end here. Our work has just begun! Please call 
Lynette at 923-3881 and volunteer! 


, 


a? 


Corner of Main Street and Bank Street — c. 1930. Main Street United Me6thodist Church, US. Post Office, Ruden’s, Vaughan Jewelers 
— today the post office is a law office and the Ruden’s building is gone. 
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Compliments of 


RUSSELL'S 


“Service With a Smile” 
DRUG SUNDRIES 
TOBACCO _ CANDY 
EARL RUSSELL, Mgr. 
Main and Bank Streets Telephone 1188 


SUFFOLK, VIRGINIA 
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Russell’s ad from 1932 Suffolk High School Peanut yearbook 


